
Introduction*

Signed'in'April'2008,'the'Canberra'Accord'is'a'document'by'seven'
accreditation/validation'agencies'in'architectural'education.''It'is'intended'
to'facilitate'the'portability'of'educational'credentials'between'the'countries'
whose'accreditation/validation'agencies'signed'the'Accord.'It'does'not'address'
matters'related'to'professional'registration'or'licensure.'This'promotional'
material'is'designed'to'provide'information'to'three'groups:'

� M��=38E83D0;B�F7>�F8;;�70E4�2><?;4C43�C748A�?A>54BB8>=0;�0A278C42CDA0;��
' education'beginning'1'January'2010'in'a'program'accredited/validated''
' by'one'of'the'signatory'systemsE
� M�!4034AB�0=3�BC055�>5�B86=0C>AH�064=284B�>A�>A60=8I0C8>=B�
� M�!4034AB�0=3�BC055�>5�A46D;0C>AH�064=284B�A4B?>=B81;4�5>A�?A>54BB8>=0;�;�
' icensure'or'registration'in'architecture.'

The'Accord'came'into'effect'on'1'January'2010.

The'following'signatories'are'the'founding'members'of'the'Canberra'Accord:
� M��><<>=F40;C7��BB>280C8>=�>5��A278C42CB��������
� M��0=0380=��A278C42CDA0;��4AC8P20C8>=��>0A3��>=B84;�20=0384=�34��
� 24AC8P20C8>=�4=�0A278C42CDA4��������������
� M��>=B49>�"4G820=>�34��2A438C028>=�34��=B4=0=I0�34�;0�� �
' Arquitectura/Comite'para'la'Practica'
� �=C4A=028>=0;�34�;0��A@D8C42CDA0���$"�����$"%��'��
� M� >A40��A278C42CDA4��22A438C8=6��>0A3�� �����
� M�#0C8>=0;��A278C42CDA4��22A438C8=6��>0A3��#������*�(���
� M�)74�#0C8>=0;��>0A3�>5��A278C42CDA0;��22A438C0C8>=�>5�� � �
� �78=0��#�����
� M��DBCA0;80=��=BC8CDC4�>5��A278C42CB��)74��=BC8CDC4��

History

�=�"0H��		���C74�#0C8>=0;��A278C42CDA0;��22A438C8=6��>0A3��C74�#0C8>=0;��>D=28;�
>5��A278C42CDA0;�'468BCA0C8>=��>0A3B��0=3�C74��<4A820=��=BC8CDC4�>5��A278C42CB�
2>=E4=43�C74��8ABC��=C4A=0C8>=0;��=E8C0C8>=0;��22A438C0C8>=�+0;830C8>=�'>D=3C01;4�
8=�,0B78=6C>=������!4034AB78?�5A><�C74�0A278C42CDA0;�022A438C8=6�064=284B�>5�
C74�*(���DBCA0;80���0=030���78=0��"4G82>�� >A40��C74�*=8C43� 8=63><��0=3�C74�
�><<>=F40;C7��BB>280C8>=�>5��A278C42CB��������0B�F4;;�0B�;4034AB�5A><�C74�
�=C4A=0C8>=0;�*=8>=�>5��A278C42CB��*����0CC4=343��

The'purpose'of'the'roundtable'was'to'determine'whether'these'agencies'had'
BD5P284=C�8=C4A4BC�0=3�4@D8E0;4=2H�14CF44=�C748A�BHBC4<B�>5�022A438C0C8>=�
validation'to'enter'into'an'accord'on'accreditation/validation'in'architectural'
education.'The'development'of'this'multilateral'agreement'was'inspired'by'the'
Washington'Accord'for'engineering,'an'agreement'founded'in'1989'by'bodies'
A4B?>=B81;4�5>A�022A438C8=6�4=68=44A8=6�346A44�?A>6A0<B�8=��DBCA0;80��#4F�
/40;0=3��* ���0=030�0=3�C74�*(���C�A42>6=8I4B�C74�BD1BC0=C80;�4@D8E0;4=2H�
of'programs'accredited'in'the'Washington'Accord'and'recommends'that'
6A03D0C4B�>5�?A>6A0<B�022A438C43�1H�0=H�>5�C74�B86=0C>A84B�14�A42>6=8I43�1H�
the'other'signatories'as'having'met'the'academic'requirements'for'entry'to'the'
practice'of'engineering.'

Canberra'Accord'was'developed'based'on'Washington'Accord'for'engineering'
with'the'same'intent.'

University*of*Illinois*Team*Room,*taken*by*Stephan*Pappas,*AIA



�>;;>F8=6�C74�8=8C80;�38B2DBB8>=�8=�,0B78=6C>=�8=��		��0=3�5DAC74A�'>D=3C01;4�
<44C8=6B�8=��0=030���		���0=3��0=14AA0���		����>=�
��0=D0AH��	
	��
the'Accord'became'operational'after'all'founding'members'agreed'that'
architectural'education'should'have'a'similar'vision'to'that'of'engineering'as'
both'professions'share'similar'academic'and'professional'entry'requirements'
and'the'need'for'professional'mobility.''''

What*is*Accreditation/Validation/Recognition?*

Generally'speaking,'accreditation'is'a'voluntary'quality'assurance'process'
under'which'services'and'operations'are'evaluated'by'a'third'party'against'a'
set'of'standards'set'by'the'third'party'with'input'and'collaboration'from'peers'
F8C78=�C74�P4;3��)>30H��022A438C0C8>=�8B�38BC8=6D8B743�1H�PE4�2><?>=4=CB�

� M��C�8B�?A>E8343�C7A>D67�?A8E0C4�064=284B�
� M��C�A4@D8A4B�0�B86=8P20=C�346A44�>5�B4;5�4;4E0C8>=�1H�C74�8=BC8CDC8>=�>A��
' program,'the'results'of'
� F7827�0A4�BD<<0A8I43�8=�0�A4?>AC�C>�C74�064=2H�
� M���C40<�2>=3D2CB�0�E8B8C�
� M�'42><<4=30C8>=B�>A�9D36<4=CB�01>DC�022A438C0C8>=�0A4�<034�1H��
� 4G?4ACB�0=3�CA08=43�?44AB��0=3
� M��=BC8CDC8>=B�70E4�C74�>??>ACD=8CH�C>�A4B?>=3�C>�<>BC�BC4?B�8=�C74��
' process'1'


� )74��0=31>>:�>5��22A438C0C8>=��)78A3��38C8>=��#>AC7��4=CA0;��BB>280C8>=�>5��>;;464B�0=3�
(27>>;B���8674A�!40A=8=6��><<8BB8>=

MArch*student*presentation.*Caribbean*School*of*Architecture,*Kingston,*Jamaica

(?4280;8I43�022A438C0C8>=�E0;830C8>=�A42>6=8C8>=�2>=CA>;;43�1H�<4<14AB�>5�C74�
discipline'to'be'evaluated'rather'than'by'a'government'agency'or'ministry'of'
43D20C8>=�8B�0�A4;0C8E4;H�=4F�?A02C824�>DCB834��DBCA0;80��* ���0=030�0=3�C74�
*(���B�8=2A40B8=6�C74�?>AC018;8CH�>5�?A>54BB8>=0;�0=3�02034<82�2A434=C80;B�
8=�0;;�P4;3B�142><4B�0�?>;82H�8BBD4�F8C7�6A>F8=6�8<?>AC0=24��8C�8B�8=2D<14=C�
upon'those'in'accreditation/validation/recognition'agencies'across'the'world'
and'within'unique'disciplines,'like'architecture,'to'lead'the'way'in'easing'the'
movement'of'professionally'educated'individuals'across'borders.

The'Canberra'Accord'is'a'transparent'peer'review'system'for'determining'
substantial'equivalence'of'architecture'degree'programs.'It'is'considered'to'be'
A4Q42C8E4�>5�C74�2>A4�?A8=28?;4B�>5�C74�*#�(�$�*����70AC4A�5>A��A278C42CDA0;�
�3D20C8>=��'4E8B43�+4AB8>=��		���0=3�C74�A4;4E0=C�B42C8>=B�>5��C74�*����22>A3�
>=�'42><<4=343��=C4A=0C8>=0;�(C0=30A3B�>=�%A>54BB8>=0;8B<�8=��A278C42CDA0;�
%A02C824��'4E8B43�+4AB8>=��		���

�C�8B�8<?>AC0=C�C>�=>C4�C70C�C74��0=14AA0��22>A3�70B�B?428P20;;H�34E4;>?43�0�
set'of'rules'and'procedures'based'on'best'practice'model'with'contribution'
5A><�B8G�022A438C0C8>=�E0;830C8>=�A42>6=8C8>=�1>384B�0=3�8C�8B�0;86=43�F8C7�C74�
*#�(�$�*����70AC4A�5>A��A278C42CDA0;��3D20C8>=��A4E8B43�E4AB8>=��		���
and'the'�=C4A=0C8>=0;�#4CF>A:�5>A�&D0;8CH��BBDA0=24��64=284B�8=��8674A�
�3D20C8>=OB'Guidelines'of'Good'Practice21.'To'ensure'signatory'systems'are'
meeting'Canberra'Accord'standards,'each'system'is'required'to'undertake'a'
A4E84F�4E4AH�B8G�H40AB��)74�(86=0C>AH�(HBC4<�F8;;�14�0BB4BB43�1H�0�A4E84F�
C40<��2><?A8B43�>5�CF>�B86=0C>AH�<4<14AB��5>;;>F43�1H�2>=PA<0C8>=�>5�
B86=0C>AH�2>D=CA84B��4G2;D38=6�C74�BHBC4<�148=6�A4E84F43��
'

�� !4F8B�'���#&�������D834;8=4B�>5��>>3�%A02C824��?D1;8B743�1H��=C4A=0C8>=0;�#4CF>A:�5>A�
&D0;8CH��BBDA0=24��64=284B�8=��8674A��3D20C8>=��A4E8B43�438C8>=��		���(44�FFF�8=@0074�>A6�

Project:*“CoGrational*Design*and*Investigations*into*the*Potential*of*Mathematical*
Equations”*by*2006*RAIA*&*COLORBOND*steel*Student*Biennale*Joint*Winner:*Steven*

Swain,*RMIT*University



What*is*Substantial*Equivalency?

(D1BC0=C80;�4@D8E0;4=2H�834=C8P4B�0�?A>6A0<�0B�2><?0A01;4�8=�43D20C8>=0;�
>DC2><4B�8=�0;;�B86=8P20=C�0B?42CB��0=3�8=3820C4B�C70C�8C�?A>E834B�0=�43D20C8>=0;�
4G?4A84=24�<44C8=6�0224?C01;4�BC0=30A3B��4E4=�C7>D67�BD27�?A>6A0<�<0H�
differ'in'format'or'method'of'delivery.''It'not'accreditation.
'
)74��0=14AA0��22>A3�5>2DB4B�4G2;DB8E4;H�>=�14=27<0A:8=6�C74�BD1BC0=C80;�
4@D8E0;4=2H�>5�4BC01;8B743�022A438C0C8>=�BHBC4<B�0=3�@D0;8P20C8>=B�>5�C74�
B27>>;B�C74H�38A42C;H�022A438C�E0;830C4�A42>6=8I4��,78;4��8C��3>4B�=>C�033A4BB�
matters'related'to'professional'registration'or'licensure,'signatories'are'
4G?42C43�C>�4=6064�F8C7�C74�1>384B�A4B?>=B81;4�5>A�C74�?A02C824�>5�0A278C42CDA4�
8=�C748A�A4B?42C8E4�9DA8B382C8>=B��0=3�C>�?A><>C4�C74�A42>6=8C8>=�>5�C74�BHBC4<B�
0=3�@D0;8P20C8>=B�2>E4A43�1H�C74��22>A3��)74��22>A3�3>4B�=>C�05542C�
additional'requirements'imposed'by'local'regulation'and'accepts'that'individual'
9DA8B382C8>=B�F8;;�A4C08=�2>=CA>;�>E4A�A4@D8A4<4=CB�5>A�A468BCA0C8>=�;824=BDA4�
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In'addition'to'contributing'to'the'quality'of'architectural'education'through'
benchmarking,'the'core'aim'of'the'Accord'is'to'recognise'the'increasingly'
8=C4A=0C8>=0;�2>=C4GC�F8C78=�F7827�0A278C42CB�=>F�F>A:�0=3�C>�5028;8C0C4�C74�
portability'of'educational'credentials'between'signatory'domains,'and'in'so'
doing,'to'aid'professional'mobility.'

Accord*Procedures

For*prospective*applicants:*

In'some'countries'the'Canberra'Accord'can'provide'a'gateway'to'fast'track'
A42>6=8C8>=�>5�0A278C42CBO�@D0;8P20C8>=B�0<>=6�B86=0C>AH�2>D=CA84B���=�>C74AB�
the'Accord'may'offer'enhanced'standing'to'member'systems.'Prospective'
applicants'should'check'their'Canberra'Accord'status'with'local'authorities'and'
determine'and'what'types'of'arrangements'have'been'put'in'place'in'relation'to'
other'signatory'members.'

,78;4�0A278C42CBO�A468BCA0C8>=�A4@D8A4<4=CB�E0AH�5A><�>=4�9DA8B382C8>=�C>�
another,'the'Canberra'Accord'signatory'members'believe'it'is'the'right'
?;0C5>A<�C>�34E4;>?�14BC�F0HB�C>�E4A85H�43D20C8>=�@D0;8P20C8>=B��8=�?0AC82D;0A�
in'benchmarking'architecture'standards'as'well'as'dealing'with'overseas'
0A278C42CB�F7>�F8B7�C>�70E4�C748A�02034<82�@D0;8P20C8>=B�E4A8P43�1H�022A438C8=6�
authorities.

For*prospective*system*members:
To'meet'the'stringent'Canberra'Accord'requirements,'signatory'systems'are'
A4@D8A43�C>�D=34AC0:4�0�A4E84F�4E4AH�B8G�H40AB��)74�5>;;>F8=6�A4E84F�30C4B�
have'been'scheduled'for'Canberra'Accord'signatory'systems:

� �	
	� �>=B49>�"4G820=>�34��2A438C028L=�34��=B4K0=I0�34�;0�� �
� � �A@D8C42CDA0���$"�����
� � "4G82>��0=3� >A40=��A278C42CDA0;��22A438C8=6��>0A3�� �������
� �  >A40
� �	

� #0C8>=0;��>0A3�>5��A278C42CDA0;��22A438C0C8>=�>5��78=0��#�������
' ' China
� �	
�� )74��0=0380=��A278C42CDA0;��4AC8P20C8>=��>0A3��>=B48;�� �
� � �0=0380=�34�24AC8P20C8>=�4=�0A278C42CDA4���������������
' ' Canada
� �	
�� #0C8>=0;��A278C42CDA0;��22A438C8=6��>0A3��#������*(
� �	

� �><<>=F40;C7��BB>280C8>=�>5��A278C42CB������
� �	
�� �DBCA0;80=��=BC8CDC4�>5��A278C42CB��C74��=BC8CDC4����DBCA0;80

#4F�<4<14AB�0A4�4=2>DA0643�C>�9>8=�C74��0=14AA0��22>A3����=H�4=@D8A84B�
relating'to'new'membership'should'be'addressed'to'the'Canberra'Accord'
(42A4C0A80C�"82784;��>DA3A4I��4<08;��<1>DA3A4I�=001�>A6

A';8BC�>5�@D0;8P20C8>=B�20=�14�5>D=3�0C�www.canberraaccord.org'and'is'updated'
annually.''

The'Canberra'Accord'applies'to'Accreditation*Systems'only'for'the'Schools'
that'they'accredit'and'does*not*apply*to*countries*as*whole*or*geographic*
regions.

,78;4��0=14AA0��22>A3�A42>6=8I4B�4@D8E0;4=2H�>5�022A438C0C8>=�
validation/recognition'systems'in'architectural'education'among'signatory'
members,'each'signatory'system'has'different'mechanisms'in'place'in'the'
8<?;4<4=C0C8>=�>5�C74��0=14AA0��22>A3��0=3�8C�8B�A42><<4=343�C70C�H>D�PABC�
check'with'your'local'agencies.'



Web*page*addresses*and*contact*list:

California*State*Polytechnic*University*at*San*Luis*Obispo,*
provided*by*Tom*Fowler,*IV,*AIA,*NCARB

Korea*Architectural*Accrediting*Board*(KAAB) 
87�Hyoryeong-ro
Seocho�6D���
(�$*!�� $'��� 
)��������
�
��	������������
�
�
	 
�<08;���03<8=�:001�>A�:A�
www.kaab.or.kr'

National*Architectural*Accrediting*Board*(NAAB)
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,�(��#�)$#������			�
*(�
)��
��	�������		������
��	����������
�<08;��8=5>�=001�>A6
www.naab.org

National*Board*of*Architectural*Accreditation*(NBAA)
%4AB>==4;��4?0AC<4=C��C74�"8=8BCAH�>5��>DB8=6�0=3�*A10=�
'DA0;��4E4;>?<4=C��
#>����(0=;874�'>03��
�����#������#��
		���
)������
	�������
���������
�����������
	���������

Any'enquiries'please'contact'Canberra'Accord'Secretariat.'
�<08;��<1>DA3A4I�=001�>A6
Web:'www.canberraaccord.org

Australian*Institute*of*Architects*(the*Institute)
!4E4;������#0C8>=0;��8A2D8C
��')$#�
��)���		
�*()'�!��
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�<08;��43D20C8>=�A080�2><�0D
www.architecture.com.au'
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Commonwealth*Association*of*Architects*(CAA)
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�<08;��03<8=�2><0A278C42C�>A6
www.comarchitect.org
'
Consejo*Mexicano*de*Acreditación*de*Enseñanza*de*la*
Arquitectura**(COMAEA)
2°'Patio'Antigua'Academia'de'San'Carlos
�<8;80=>�/0?0C0�=>����
Col.'Centro
�4;46028L=��D0D7CJ<>2
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